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BEUC, The European Consumer Organisation, welcomes the Commission’s proposal on the 

3rd Real Driving Emissions (RDE) package as an important step to tackle air pollution and 

the specific problem of particle emissions. With regard to particle emissions specifically, 

research indicates that motorists are particularly vulnerable to these pollutants and that 

inhalation of these substances can lead to numerous serious health problems (Karanasiou 

et al, 2014; EEA, 2015). Research also indicates that there are low cost solutions for 

limiting their release (ICCT, 2015). It is clear that particle emissions pose a serious 

public and consumer health problem and demand strict emissions limits to be 

implemented urgently and in a fully transparent manner. 

 

BEUC has the following recommendations with regard the Commission’s proposed 

regulation: 

 

 Conformity factor: We call on the Commission and Member States not to weaken 

the proposed conformity factor (the margin that accounts for test uncertainties) for 

particulate number (PN) of 50%. This is clearly in line with available scientific 

research (JRC, 2016) and in fact other evidence indicates that such a conformity 

factor can be considered a conservative estimate (AECC, 2016). Furthermore, 

conformity factors should be reviewed on a regular basis (annually) in order to 

ensure that technological advances are accounted for. 

 Timeline: The proposed timetable for using RDE to test PN - 2017 for new vehicle 

types and 2018 for all vehicles - must be kept. Delaying the implementation of this 

measure would have the effect of delaying the urgently needed uptake of the 

appropriate pollutant filters by car manufacturers. Such a delay would also clearly 

result in emissions falling slower than what could otherwise be expected. 

 Transparency: It is essential that the results of RDE tests are made public and in 

turn allow for consumers to have access to such information. BEUC has previously 

stated (BEUC/ANEC, 2016) to the Commission that an assessment should be made 

with regard to including information about the air pollution performance of cars 

under the car labelling Directive. Such information might help better inform the 

consumer about the environmental credentials of the vehicles they are buying. 

 Further work: The Commission must also further assess the approach to 

measuring ultrafine particles that are currently not adequately captured by 

measuring equipment. 

 

The decision taken by the Commission and Member States in 2015 to weaken the 

conformity factor for NOx emissions for diesel vehicles was extremely disappointing. It is 

essential now that the Commission and Member States act firmly in order to restore 

consumer trust in the automotive sector through the adoption of this 3rd RDE package and 

in line with the above recommendations. 
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S004896971400713X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S004896971400713X
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2015#tab-data-references
http://www.theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/ICCT_EuroVI_briefing_20150304.pdf
https://circabc.europa.eu/webdav/CircaBC/GROW/wltp/Library/meetings/RDE-LDV%20meetings%202015%20-/16_06_16%20RDE%20Meeting/20160719-%20RDE%203%20EC%20proposal%20final-after%20meeting.pptx.pdf
http://www.aecc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/160630-AECC-position-on-RDE-package-3.pdf
http://www.anec.eu/attachments/ANEC-BEUC%20Response%20to%20the%20Commission%20Car%20Labelling%20consultation.pdf
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This publication is part of an activity which has received funding under an operating grant 

from the European Union’s Consumer Programme (2014-2020). 

 

The content of this publication represents the views of the author only and it is his/her sole 

responsibility; it cannot be considered to reflect the views of the European Commission and/or 

the Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive Agency or any other body of the 

European Union. The European Commission and the Agency do not accept any responsibility for 
use that may be made of the information it contains. 


