
 
BEUC, The European Consumer Organisation 
Bureau Européen des Unions de Consommateurs AISBL | Der Europäische Verbraucherverband  

Rue d’Arlon 80, B-1040 Brussels • Tel. +32 (0)2 743 15 90 • www.beuc.eu 
EC register for interest representatives: identification number 9505781573-45 
 

 Co-funded by the European Union 

 

 
Press Release 

 
Contact: Sandra Post: press@beuc.eu | Tel: +32 (0)2 743 15 90 
Date:  26/03/2026 
Reference: BEUC-PR-2026-008 
 

Narrowed AI Act scope risks fragmentation and leaves major 
consumer risks unaddressed 

 
Following today’s adoption of the European Parliament’s position on the AI omnibus and ahead of 
interinstitutional negotiations, BEUC calls upon the EU institutions and national governments to 
ensure that critical safeguards to protect consumers and their fundamental rights are kept in the 
AI Act. 
 
The Parliament’s proposal to delete a wide range of consumer-facing AI systems from the direct 
scope of the AI Act by no longer considering them as high-risk, could exclude many AI-embedded 
products – from children’s toys and smartwatches to medical devices – from essential compliance 
rules. This weakens consumer protections, as AI-specific risks of products covered by sectoral EU 
product legislation would go unaddressed. Instead of simplifying, this will create more 
fragmentation.  
 
We welcome improvements to the original Commission’s AI omnibus proposal, such as keeping 
the AI Act's obligation to register high-risk AI systems. We also cautiously welcome the introduction 
of a new ban on generating sexually explicit deepfakes.  
 
Agustín Reyna, Director General of BEUC, commented:  
“MEPs move to ban sexually explicit deepfakes addresses serious harms faced by consumers. But 
there is still much in the original proposal that must be improved. The AI omnibus as it stands still 
rolls back consumer protections and undermines fundamental rights, as it delays key safeguards, 
weakens transparency and creates major loopholes that narrow the scope of the AI Act. In doing 
so, the EU risks excluding many AI systems already embedded in consumer products, such as 
children's toys, smartwatches and medical devices, from the highest standards and putting 
consumers at even greater risk just months after the AI Act was agreed.” 
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