
Bureau Européen des Unions de Consommateurs AISBL | Der Europäische Verbraucherverband 
Rue d’Arlon 80, B-1040 Brussels  Tel. +32 (0)2 789 24 01   

press@beuc.eu  www.beuc.eu  www.twitter.com/beuc 

EC register for interest representatives: identification number 9505781573-45 

 

 

This press release is part of an activity which has received funding under an operating grant 

from the European Union’s Consumer Programme (2014-2020). 
 

 

   
 

 

Contact: Johannes Kleis: +32 (0)2 789 24 01 

Date: 08/12/2016 

Reference: BEUC-PR-2016-022 
 
 

EU pressure on 7 Member States caught up in dieselgate is welcome 
 

Today, the European Commission announced it would open infringement procedures against 7 

Member States for their handling of the dieselgate scandal1. The countries targeted by the 

Commission have either failed to introduce penalties systems against car manufacturers for 

violating emissions limits or have not taken action against companies in light of evidence that they 

broke these emissions norms. 

 

Monique Goyens, Director General of The European Consumer Organisation (BEUC), commented: 

 

“This action by the Commission is good news for consumers. It is a strong rebuke of Germany and 

other countries’ inaction. These countries’ failure to act against cheating car manufacturers shows 

how one-sided the response has been on dieselgate – it’s been about protecting the industry at the 

expense of consumers. 

 

“The Commission is clear: VW’s use of defeat devices broke EU law. We now need to see VW and 

other car makers fined for their disrespect of emission standards and for the harm this causes to 

people’s health. 

 

“More must happen. These illegal practices and poor behaviour have harmed consumers and we 

expect car manufacturers to compensate consumers for the damage they suffered.” 

 

END 
 

1 Czech Republic, Germany, Greece, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Spain and the United Kingdom 

 


